For the 9th heeting of the Sub-Coumittee on dskihe iducation

ixpansion of iLdueational Faeilities for iskiwos

Less than 25 % (748) of school age iskimos are in full-time schools.
An sdditional 9% {300) atiend school occasionally in pert-time mission schoelas.
Yiost of those enrolled full time attend school irregularly unless they are in
residential schools. When our present plens for expansion have materialized,
we will have gpace for an additional 300 Zskimo children. New schools,
chielly to accommodate iskimos, are planned ler iskime Point, ipence 3ay,
kklavik, Payne Hay snd Povungnetuk, with the expansion of facilities at
Frobisher Bay and possibly other points such as Ureat %hale River. Appendix A
gives a detailed anslysis of all iskimo children attending schocl in full-time
schools or part-time mission schools. Appendix B gives a breakdown of the
total school age rnskimo pepulation according to registration districts and
projects thess figures to 1765.

The average number of fAskimes born each year for the past ten years
was 415. The death rate for this period averaged approximately 185. An in-
crease in educational faeilities is therefore nscessary even to kesp abreast
with the population trend.

¥Heans of extending education among the Zskimos which the administra-
tion intends to use are as {follows:

1. Tent Lostel - The Coppermine Tent Hostel was epened in April, 1955,
with an earolment of 28 children, most of whom were from points within a 60
mile radivs of Coppermine. On the date of opening there were only 10 children
in the Faderal Jay School classified as day children and whose parents were
resident in Coppermine. In 1956, the hostel accommodated 36 children. Luring
the period september 1954 to 1956, a total of 59 children attended the Coppermine
Federal lay School from one to twenty-four months. These figures show that the
majority of children in and around this settlement were classified as being
8ligible for hostel accommodation. Hecsuse the aczdemic achievement of the
pupils in this hostel does not compare favorably with the achievement of pupils
in the ten-months residential schools, people of Goppermine area are not giving
the tent hostel their full support. This is an unfair comparison, but it is
being made, and as a result, Canon Sperry, the local Anglican Missionary, had
been doubtful whether he could recruit a full complement of ehildren this year
for the hostel. !¢ now know that 30 have been recruited. To offset the
criticism mentioned above, we could extend the length of the term of the tent
hostel to eight months. At the same time the tent accommodation might be im-
proved or replaced by cabins. I this were done, the educational programme
which would result might well be both more popular and more efficient. e are
considering this but it is a major commitment to continuing this type of hostel
and we are not yet ready for a decision. The views of the Sub-Committee would
be helpful.

It is possible that a similar experiment carried on in the sastern
Arctic might meet with much more success, even if operated on a five-month
basis. It is, however, probably wise to replace the tents with more permanent
cabins. We propose, therefore, that this experiment Le continucd at one of
the followlng locations: 1. Aretic Zay; 2, Pond Inlet; 3. Igloolik. These
sites are selected because they are isolatsd and therefore should not e
influenced wnduly by any of the ten wmonth residential schools or hostels.
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2. uxpansion of local Boarding Facilities - The limiting factor in
using this plan is that only & few of the liskimo people residing in the settle-
ments have houses large enough to accommodate extra children. If they are
willing to accommodate other children, it often causes congestion which may be
detrimental to the health of the children concerned, To make local boarding
more effective it would be necessary to devise some way in which suitable
Sskimo parents could enlargs their living quarters so as to be able to accormo-
date ons or two children in addition to their own, Two ways of accomplishing
this have been suggested:

{1) Build the accommodation for them and charge the cccupant a small
rental for it.

{2) Lend the .skimo a sufficient amount to enlarge his living guarters so
that he could accommodate exira children. This could be done through
the iskdmo Loan Fund.

3. Bneourage the istablishment of More Permanent Communities - Kothers
and children could bs encouraged to remein in the settlemeni during the time the
men were hunbing or trapping. In this way the level of their wconomy should be
improved., When families are taken on the hunt, a great deal of the food resulting
from the hunt is consuwned on the trail. The presence of young children is bound
to slow up the hunting precess and curteil the amount of meat whieh can be hauled
back to the settlement. If the men could be encouraged to participate in organized
hunts under the guldance of the Northern Service Uificer or Game Warden, the
children could remain in the settlement and asttend school.

4. ustablishwent in the Community of Small Informsl Hostels - If this
were done, we would have to provide the necessary bullding accommodation. This
could be a single building constiucted in a "T" {ormation, the centre of the ny#
{24 x 4O') providing housing for the supervisor, the dining room and recreation
room, while the wings in the form of 512's could accommodate the children. COne
couple could supervise six zirls and six boys under 12. If a sultably qualified
couple could be found in the settlement, they would be preferred, otherwise it
would be necessary for us to prgcure a supervising couple elsewhere. To accom-
modate twelve children, we should have approximately 80 sguare feet per child
for sleeping and recreation accommodation. The cost of the project would ba:

{a) Capital Cost ~ Building (hostel) - 40,0600
Warehouse - 5,000
Furnishings - 5,000 450,000

{b) Uperation % Maintenance Cost
Salary for supervising couple - 5,000
Food for year: (3600 x 12) cost of food)
(4400 x 12) freight ) 12,000

Clothing (5100 x 12 - 1,200
Fuel (4il, 10,000 gals = 604 -~ 6,000
Kerosene, 350 gals & 604 - 210
Gasoline, 325 zals & 602 - 195  %24,605

Per puplil operating cost: {24,605 = $2,050.00.
12

This cost is unaccsptably high and the methed cannot be recommended
by the administration unless some reduction is possible.

In heavily wooded areas in the Mackenzie, the cost for such a hostel
would be considersbly less. The building could be made of logs, and wood instead
of oll cculd be used for fuel. In all such hostels, the maximum age of children
admitted would be ten years. In this way the older children would bs left to
attend the larger hostel centres, and we would avoid the criticism whieh comes
from taking very young children a long distance from their parents.
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5. Place Teans of Tsachers, or Single Teachers, in :very Lentre
in the North Which is Served by a Trading Post - Ustails concerning this
plan ere attached. if this plan is followed, we will then be bringing
educstion to mest ..skimo children.




