


























































































































































































































































































































Lo Archaeo- Ethnographic,
Prediction logical Ethnohistoric
Data Data
4. Breadth should increase.
a. Availability of material trade goods shouid + +
increase. This increase should be apparent
in all regions.
b. Material trade networks should expand. +
5. Depth should increase.
a. Material trade networks should expand. +
b. Material trade through intermediaries +
should increase.
+

6. The degree of internal differentiation should
increase due to increasing access to European

trade goods.

Blank = no data; + = supported; - = negated; +/- = equivocal or contradictory data

(after Friesen 1995).

Table 2. Summary of Predictions for the Early Contact Periphery.
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Trade goods from the European world-economy thereafter entered the central
Canadian Arctic at increasing levels. Some of this growing trade was
conducted directly with groups such as the Copper Inuit. The majority however,
was conducted with the Netsilik and Iglulik Inuit primarily through Chipewyan

and the Caribou Inuit intermediaries.

The increase in world-system breadth and depth was apparent in all
regions as trade materials entered the central Canadian Arctic through “trade
fairs” at Akilinik on the Thelon River. From this important axis point, down-the-
line trade routes extended into and through Netsilik and Copper Inuit areas.
The Iglulik Inuit received the majority of their trade goods during this period
through down-the-line intergroup routes that started near Chesterfield Inlet and
extended northward through the Igioolik area and thence on to Baffin Island.
The trade between ships of the Hudson’s Bay Company and the Caribou and
Hudson Strait Inuit undoubtedly contributed to this influx of trade goods and
growth of intergroup participation in trade. The traditional western trade route to
Bering Strait was also utilized at this time, presumably with lower levels of
down-the-line interaction. By approximately 1830, this route was no longer
being used by the Copper Inuit (Richardson 1851a; Stefansson 1914:10-11;
Morrison 1991:239).

It is hypothesized that the degree of internal differentiation may have
grown within the Early Contact Periphery, especially in those groups located
closest to point-of-trade. These Inuit would have possessed a greater number
of trade goods, and may possibly have benefited more materially and

economically in relation to groups located on the periphery of trade.
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Late Contact Periphery
World-system breadth and depth increased significantly within the late
Contact Periphery (Table 3). A greater degree of internal differentiation can
also been seen in groups within “core regions™ and in the “minor core region.”
Material trade increased gradually until approximately 1860, when an even
greater influx of goods began to enter the central Canadian Arctic through
interaction with the whaling industry which had established itseif in

northwestern Hudson Bay.

In addition to the trade items reaching the Netsilik and Iglulik (and
possibly the Copper) Inuit through intermediary trade via Fort Churchill, a
significant number of goods now entered intergroup trade routes due to indirect
and direct contact with whalers and expeditions. While initially of a desultory
nature, this type of trade grew gradually and became more regularized
throughout this period. By 1830, the Iglulik of the Pond [nlet area and
northwestern Hudson Bay had altered their subsistence cycle in order to
interact with whalers who provided this group with a regularized source of trade.
Royal Navy expeditions made contact with, and also wintered among, each Inuit
group thereby adding significant amounts of materials and manufactured items
to intra- and intergroup trading systems. Indirect and direct contact between
Inuit and private as well as Hudson’s Bay Company expeditions also

contributed to the growth in trade.

World-system breadth was accentuated to a large degree through

intersocietal interaction between agents of the world-system and the Inuit. As
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. g Archaeo- Ethnographic,
Prediction logical Ethnohistoric
Data Data
7. Breadth should increase significantly.
a. Greatly increased material trade and + +
social interaction between agents of the
world-system and Inuit groups should be
apparent.
b. Trade goods should appear in greater + +
numbers.
8. Depth should increase. Greater group +

movement should be observed in “core regions.”

9. The degree of internal differentiation should
increase. The Boothia Peninsula, King William
Island/northern Adelaide Peninsula areas should
become a “core region” due to the spatially

. restricted presence of large quantities of exotic
material and manufactured goods at Victoria
Harbour, Boothia Peninsula, and the King William
Island/Adelaide Peninsula area. Western
Victoria/Banks Island area should become a “minor
core region” due to the presence of materials and
manufactured goods at Mercy Bay, Banks Island.
Northwestern Hudson Bay should become a “core
region” from approximately 1860, due to the
increased interaction with the whaling industry.

a. Trade goods exist in greater quantities in + +

core regions.

b. Increased social complexity and change

in groups within core regions is seen.

Blank = no data; + = supported; - = negated; +/- = equivocal or contradictory data
(after Friesen 1995).

Table 3. Summary for Predictions for the Late Contact Periphery.
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noted above, long-term intersocietal interaction was experienced by each Inuit
group through contact with the wintering expeditions of Parry-iglulik (1821-
1823), Ross-Netsilik (1830-1831), and Collinson-Copper (1851-1853). These
contact situations afforded the Inuit extensive psycho/saocial interaction which
undoubtedly prompted the transference of ideas as well as trade items. These
were seminal events in the culture history of these Inuit groups, a fact attested to
by the strength of oral tradition over time and space (e.g., Jenness 1922;
Rasmussen 1929, 1931, 1932; Condon 1996). However, it was contact with the
whaling industry in northwestern Hudson Bay that contributed in such a
massive way to direct social interaction and the increase in breadth and depth
at this time. Of salient importance in reference to world-system depth, was the
breaking down of group boundaries through the growing movement of Inuit,
primarily migrant Netsilik, from their own territories to the” core region” of

northwestern Hudson Bay.

The presence of the whaling industry was the major determining factor in
the increase of internal differentiation between those Inuit groups that interacted
with the whalers and those that did not. Interaction in and around Pond Inlet
and northwestern Hudson Bay from 1860 onwards brought about changes
(some radical) in Inuit subsistence cycles and material culture. Here too, the

transference of ideas would have been strongest.

Internal differentiation also increased among the Netsilik, of the Boothia
Peninsula, King William Island/northern Adelaide Peninsula area from
approximately 1833 until the later stages of this period, due to their post-

abandonment utilization of large amounts of Ross and Franklin expedition
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materials. These materials provided the Netsilik with conspicuous wealth and
placed them in a key geographical position from which to enjoy trade
paramountcy for many years. Changes in intra- and intergroup boundaries

also occurred in this region.

The Kanghiryuatjagmiut and Kanghiryuarmiut seemed to have enjoyed
the same position in the “minor core region” of western Victoria Island, due to
the presence of tons of Royal Navy stores and materials which they “mined” at
Mercy Bay, northern Banks Island from approximately 1853 to about 1890.
These groups were also the recipients of a significant amount of exotic
materials due to their interaction with H.M.S. Enterprise at Winter Cove in 1851-
1852. Finally, evidence presented herein suggests that the Kogluktogmiut of
the Coppermine River may have also enjoyed an enhanced intra- and
intergroup trading position from approximately 1826 to 1850 due to the post-

abandonment utilization of wood from several sizable expedition boats.

It should also be noted while discussing internal differentiation among
these groups, that most European observers interacting with the Copper Inuit
from 1821 to i852 (e.g., Franklin 1823, 1828; Dease and Simpson 1839;
Simpson 1843; Richardson 1851a, 1851b; M'Ciure 1857; Armstrong 1857;
Collinson 1889; Rae 1953; Miertsching 1967) commented on the dearth of
manufactured European trade goods found in Inuit tool kits and possessions
during initial contact situations. Alternatively, most of these individuals did
remark on the abundance of native materials such as bone and copper (e.g.,
Franklin 1823:181; Simpson 1843:264; Richardson 1851a:353-354; M'Clure
1857:186; Armstrong 1857:339; Collinson 1889:206-207, 284, Rae 1953:197;
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Miertsching 1967:114-117). These observations suggest that prior to contact
with European expeditions - starting in 1821 and continuing to 1853 - the
Copper Inuit received little, if any, manufactured trade goods from the Bering
Straits route, or, from the Akilinik axis on the Thelon River. it was only after
1821 that Copper Inuit groups along the southern littoral of Coronation Guif
received trade goods and manufactured materials (other than small amounts of
smelted metal from southern Greeniand) through indirect and direct contact with
the world-system. After 1821, Inuit groups on neighboring Victoria Island, may
have received small amounts of expedition materials and goods through cross-
Coronation Gulf intergroup trade during winter sealing. However, it is more
probable, given the evidence presented in this study, that they acquired their
first significant amounts of trade goods and manufactured materials only after
direct contact and interaction with H.M.S. Investigator and H.M.S. Enterprise in
the early 1850s. Agents of the world-system therefore, and not trade links to the
mainland interior, seem to have been almost wholly responsible for the
presence of trade goods and manufactured materials on Victoria Island from

approximately 1821 to 1890 (c.f., Stefansson 1914:7).

Marginal Periphery

During this period (Table 4), increased world-system breadth is indicated
by the profound growth in interaction between Iglulik and Netsilik groups and
the whaling industry. At this time, Pond Inlet had evolved into a “minor core
region” through regularized social interaction and material trade, while the
process of incipient articulation, begun in northwestern Hudson Bay in 1860,

continued unabated. Interaction between Copper Inuit and agents of the world-
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Archaeo- Ethnographic,
Prediction logical Ethnohistoric
Data Data
10. Breadth should increase. Greater interaction
with agents of the Euroamerican economy should +
occur.
11. Depth should increase.
a. Population grows in “core region.” +
b. Subsistence practices should show
adaptations developed to obtain +
commaodities for export to the Euroamerican
economy.
12. Internal differentiation should continue to
increase through expanding contact with agents of
the world-economy. Northwestern Hudson Bay is
seen as a “core region.” The Pond Inlet area is
seen as a “minor core region.”
a. Increased social complexity overall. +
Increasing mobility with some migration to
“core region.”
b. Groups located in “core region” and +

“minor core region” should exhibit a greater
degree of cultural complexity than other
groups.

Blank = no data; + = supported; - = negated; +/- = equivocal or contradictory data

(after Friesen 1995).
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system is negligible through the first twenty-five years of the Marginal Periphery.

Thereafter, growing interaction with traders produced rapid articulation.

The continuing growth of a migrant labor population in the “core region”
of northwestern Hudson Bay was indicative of increasing world-system depth.
This labor force may have been composed of as much as forty-percent of the
Netsilik, as well as significant numbers from Iglulik groups. The most telling
factor in the increase of world-system depth was the gradual and inexorable
shift among Inuit groups from an annual cycle governed solely by subsistence
to one that exhibited adaptations through which Inuit increasingly participated in

the exchange economy of the fur trade.

Internal differentiation increased significantly within the Marginal
Periphery, again primarily through interaction with the whaling industry at Pond
Inlet and northwestern Hudson Bay. In these locales, growing social
complexity manifested itself in regular psycho/social interaction with agents of
the world-system, changes in subsistence practices and group boundaries, and

finally, participation in an exchange economy.
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Conclusion

The indigenous societies of the central Canadian Arctic maintained
tenuous though constant indirect contact with the world-system in the form of
intra- and intergroup material trade systems from some time prior to the
appearance of Thule societies at approximately 1000 A.D. to 1717 A.D.

The first indication of the acceieration of the process of this articulation occurred
within the Early Contact Periphery when the Hudson’'s Bay Company
established Fort Churchill in 1717. Fort Churchill was the central trade entrepot
and conduit for the Netsilik and iglulik. Thereafter, until approximately 1860,
large amounts of manufactured items reached the central Canadian Arctic on a
regular basis facilitated by intermediaries through a well established trading
system. The Copper Inuit seem to have received little in the way of
manufactured trade goods and materials until indirect and direct contact

situations were initiated with European expeditions in 1821.

Both indirect and direct contact was greatly accelerated within the Late
Contact Periphery. Direct contact between the whaling industry and the Iglulik
at Pond Iinlet gradually increased from approximately 1820 until it became a
"minor core region” around 1880. At that point, the incipient dependency of the
Iglulik was apparent. Direct contact between the Iglulik (and later, migrant
Netsilik) and the whaling industry in northwestern Hudson Bay, a “core region, ”
was constant and significant from 1860 to 1915. Embryonic dependency on the
part of Inuit groups interacting with the whaling industry within this region was
obvious by 1870, and imminent, once whalers initiated efforts to involve the Inuit

in the exchange system of the fur trade around 1880.
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The arrival of European and Euroamerican expeditions in the central
Canadian Arctic prompted changes within some groups, most notably through
the post-abandonment utilization of large amounts of expedition materials and
manufactured objects. Social interaction occurred on a number of expeditions
and while not as significant a factor in cultural change as the long-term direct
contact that transpired with the whaling industry, it nevertheless introduced Inuit
to new ideas as well as material goods. There can be little doubt that “ideas”

moved through intergroup trading systems as quickly as trade items.

While the partial articulation of the Netsilik and Iglulik Inuit within the
capitalist world-system was assured by 1880, and the Copper Inuit by 1910,
these groups did “mediate” and “harness” systemic components to their
advantage. Still, if the number of inuit who interacted with agents of the
capitalist world economy within the Late Contact Periphery and Marginal
Periphery is any indication, the full articulation of the Copper, Netsilik and Iglulik
Inuit was a foregone conclusion. As a hypothetical example, in 1885, one
Netsilik family might have had a grandfather and grandmother who traded with
the Ross expedition in 1830. Their son could have migrated across the Rae
Isthmus in 1860 to interact with whalers. By 1885, that Inuk’s offspring might
have been carrying firearms and participating in the early stages of the fur trade.
Within some Iglulik and Netsilik groups, there was a continuum of direct
interaction with agents of the world-system that began as early as 1820-1830.
By 1900, four to five generations of the Igiulik in and around Pond Inlet had
been regularly interacting with Europeans and Euroamericans for eighty years

or more. It only remained for enough firearms to appear, along with the concept
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of an exchange system, in order to insure full articulation within the capitalist
world economy. At that time, about 1920, the historic Copper, Netsilik and
Iglulik Inuit of the central Canadian Arctic were drawn into the Dependent
Periphery of the world capitalist system through their participation in the fur

trade.
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